
reduce swelling and pain, and improve knee range of motion in
both directions. To achieve these goals, treatment may consist of
soft tissue massage to increase circulation and decrease
swelling, stretching to improve flexibility, patellar mobilization,
range of motion exercises, and modalities such as ice and
electrical stimulation to help decrease pain and swelling. Physical
therapy will progress to lower extremity strengthening exercises,
balance activities, and fine tuning the gait pattern. Various
activities and techniques will be used to improve strength,
balance, and gait. As patients reach the end of their course of
physical therapy, a personalized home exercise program is
developed with the focus on independence with all ADL’s and
returning to activities such as walking, swimming, dancing, golf,
and biking. It is important for patients to stay active and maintain
strength, flexibility, and endurance. 

For more information on knee problems commonly seen by
physical therapist and how we can help, visit the PTandMe.com
blog.

A   R E C I P E   F O R   Y O U

Butternut Squash French Fries
This recipe is a healthy alternative to its white
potato companion. Our friend Kristin from
Houston likes to make these on weekends
while her husband makes burgers on the grill.

Ingredients:
• Non­stick cooking
spray
•1 large butternut
squash
•2 tablespoons
olive oil

• Spices: salt,
pepper, garlic
powder, or any of
your other favorite
seasonings 

•Ketchup for
dipping if desired

Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
2. Peel the squash and cut it in half lengthwise; scoop out the
seeds.
3. Cut the squash into French fry shaped strips.
4. Toss in olive oil and season with your favorite spices.
5. Spray a cookie sheet with nonstick cooking spray & lay the
squash strips flat on the surface.
6. Bake for 20­25 minutes, then carefully flip each piece and bake
for another 20­25 minutes unti l crispy.
7. Broil for the last few minutes to get them extra crispy.
8. Dip them in ketchup if you choose & enjoy!

 

In general, most result in swelling, pain, stiffness, bruising and 
difficulty with weight bearing. The more involved the sprain, the 
more of these symptoms are present. As with most injuries, 
earlier treatment means speedier recovery. 

The old synonym of RICE applies within the rest 24 - 48 hours: 
R - rest I - ice C - compression E - elevation. The faster you can 
restore Range of Motion (ROM) in the ankle joint, the faster you 
can return to normal activities. Once normal ROM has returned, 
the ankle must be restored to normal strength and stability. 

One of the 
most common 
injuries�is
an ankle 
sprain.  
The most 
common
of these is 
called an 
invesion-
sprain in 
which the foot 
is
rolled out. On 
the outer 
portion of the 
ankle are 
three
ligaments
which can be 
stretched or 
torn.

Chocolate Chip Pound Cake
Summer is a time for picnics and get 
togethers with family and friends. This recipe 
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S E P T E M B E R

TIP OF THE MONTH

Call today to ask us how we can help 

you get back to enjoying the activities 

that are important to you!

“It’s not hard to make decisions when 
you know what your values are”

— Roy Disney

TELL A FRIEND
The greatest compliment we can receive is for 

our patients to tell their friends and family about 
their positive experience with us.  If you know 

someone who is experiencing pain or limitations 
and you believe they could benefit from therapy, 

please tell them about us.  

We will ensure that they will receive  
great care and have a positive  therapy 

experience with us!

The two could be seen as going hand in hand since the worse your 
vision gets, more likely you are to bump into or trip on something 
unnoticed. Fear not. Physical therapy may not improve vision, but 
it does improve the ability to manage and reduce the likelihood of 
a fall and even more importantly, a resulting hip fracture. 

Fall prevention conditioning programs are designed to increase 
independence with functional activities, functional mobility, 
and safety awareness while decreasing fall risk. Research has 
shown that a successful fall prevention program must be multi-
dimensional and address all underlying factors in addition to 
strength and balance. Physical therapists use valid and reliable 
assessments to determine all the factors affecting each individual’s 
fall risk. Therapy focuses on reducing the factors and decreasing 
fall risk. This is consistent with the protocols recommended by: 
The American Geriatrics Society and the American Academy of 
Orthopedic Surgeons’ Panel on Fall Prevention Guidelines.

The main goals of our fall prevention conditioning program are:

•	 Increase independence with Activities of Daily Living (ADLs)
•	 Increase independence with functional mobility
•	 Decrease fall risk
•	 Prevent future falls
•	 Increase safety
•	 Patient education

Not sure if you or someone you know are in need of a fall 
prevention program just yet? Click here to take an adapted Tinetti 
Balance Assessment Tool test to help assess the likelihood of a fall. 
The Tinetti tool is the oldest clinical balance assessment tool and 
the widest used among seniors. Once you’ve taken the test you can 
review the results or bring it in and we can go over it with you.

Looking for tips to fall proof your home? Click here for a safety 
checklist.

Preventing Falls

So the numbers aren’t good. 
According to the CDC, one in 
every three adults 65 and older 
fall each year in the United States. 
Apparently, not only does the 
eyesight go, but balance along  
with it. 
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White Chicken Chili
Thanks to our friend Dan for this 
great recipe! It’s super easy to 
do and you can put it in the slow 
cooker overnight!
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